Snow Falling on Cedars
Study Guide ch. 17-22

Chapter 17

1. Discuss the various effects of snow on San Piedro Island.

2. What new evidence is introduced by the sheriff and why is this significant?  What does this infer about Kabuo’s actions on the night that Carl died?

3. How does Etta Heine act as a catalyst in the investigation? 

Chapter 18

1. What are the sheriff’s five concerns concerning Kabuo?

2. What is Lew Fielding’s opinion regarding Etta? regarding Horace’s suspicion of Carl’s head wound?

3. What is Art Moran’s search limited to? Why?

4. What are some suspicions that the fishermen have? Name at least three.

5. What final piece of evidence leads to Kabuo’s arrest? How does Kabuo explain this evidence?
Chapter 19

1. Who is Sterling Whitman? What information does he present to the court? Why is this important?

2. What key question did Gudmundsson ask Dr. Whitman? What is Whitman’s reply?

3. How does Gudmundsson explain the blood on the fishing gaff?

4. For what reason(s) would a fisherman board another fisherman’s boat?

5. Who is Sergeant Maples? What impression does he give? Why? What specifically is his job?

6. Summarize Maples’s testimony. What impact might this have upon the trial?
7. Does Maples admire and respect Kabuo’s ability in kendo? How do you know?

Chapter 20

1. Describe Susan Marie Heine’s appearance. How might her appearance benefit the prosection?

2. List, in order, the witnesses Alvin Hooks has called to the witness box.

3. What information does Susan Marie’s flashback divulge regarding Carl and Kabuo’s relationship? How does Carl feel about Kabuo? What does Kabuo want?
Chapter 21

1. How does Gudmundsson counteract Susan Marie’s testimony?
2. Explain the Deadman’s Statute that Judge Fielding explains. Why is this relevant?

Chapter 22

1. Why does Judge Fielding call a recess?

2. Explain Ishael’s encounter with Hatsue’s family during the storm.

